Return to the Struggle
governments were, therefore, altogether legal, even if
they did not please the bourgeoisie of their regions.
The coalitions were designed as a united defence against
the danger of fascism. I sympathized with this struggle
and was in close touch with my Saxon friends. It
was at that time that I first became acquainted with
the Saxon prime minister, Zeigner. He was a sensitive
man, too sensitive to be a statesman, highly cultured
and with a real enthusiasm for the republic. The
fact that he was a newcomer to the field of active
politics aggravated his already complicated task.
Given the good will of his associates, he would have
soon overcome this drawback. His position was
arduous and thankless. His difficulties had begun
with the Communist members of his cabinet. But
Zeigner had incurred the special wrath of the Minister
of the Reichswehr because he had made it his specific
task to learn the truth about the Black Reichswehr
and to fight with all his power against the existence
of this illegal group. In Saxony, as a counter-move
against the private army of the National Socialists,
the " Proletarian Hundreds " were formed with the
co-operation of the Saxon government. These were
military formations of loyal republicans whose aim was
to protect the republic from a putsch by the nationalists,
and particularly by the Nazis.
The republic had taken no action against the private
army of the Bavarian National Socialists, although it
must have known that the purpose of this group was
to overthrow the republican regime. Now the most
outrageous incident took place. The commanding
officer of the Saxon Reichswehr demanded the dis-
solution of the Proletarian Hundreds. A violent con-
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